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This will be a joint Board meeting of Dade 
Heritage Trust and Miami Design Preservation 
League to discuss issues such as: 

1. Dade County Preservation Coalition: 
issues and strategies: 

Hialeah 

Braman 

Sears 

Boulevard Shops 
Historic Schools 
Solymar 

2. Upcoming National Trust 1991 
Conference in San Francisco. 

3. Update on plans for '92 National 
Trust Conference in Miami. 

4. 1 Cent Sales Tax 

5. Other Business 

This will be our first joint Board Meeting with 
MDPL. There are many exciting and important 
future issues which will be enhanced by our 
cooperative preservation effort. 

Your attendance is NECESSARY and IMPORTANTI 

Please call the office to confirm your 
attendance. 


358-9572 
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Other MDPL Board members 

MDPL Board Chairman Bernard Zyscovich called the meeting to order at 
6:20 p.m. 

Members of both Boards were asked to introduce themselves. Mr. 
Zyscovich explained that the meeting was the result of discussions 
between himself and DHT Board President, Richard Groden. They foresaw 
a strengthened message for preservation from such meetings. 

1.0. Dade County Preservation Coalition: issues and strategies: 

1.1. Hialeah Park - A state feasibility study chaired by Ray 
Robinson is due by October for completion with a report to Governor 
Chiles in January, 1992. 

DHT Board member, Sallye Jude suggested that a European style sports 
complex would be appropriate for the site. MDPL Chairman Zyscovich 
voiced the Hialeah City Commission's reported enthusiasm for 
preservation. DHT President Groden expressed DHT's interest in it 
being maintained as a race track, strongly supporting preservation. 
The next Pari-mutuel meeting is set for September 26, 1991. Sonny 
Holtzman, Chairman of Florida S^ate Pari-mutuel Commission plans to 
schedule a public forum soon. 

The AIA will tour Hialeah Friday September 20. Race dates are now 
scheduled for November 1991 - January 1992. R. Groden announced plans 
for a "Preservation Day" race. One possibility for Hialeah 
ifpurchased by the State is for 21 days racing with other uses for the 
remainder of the year. 

There is still danger of undesirable development. 



1.2. Bramam Building - Margot Airunidown, County Preservation 
Officer, spoke of Mr. Braman's interest in selling the main buildinc 
of the auto dealership. Although the Priscilla and Algonqui. 
Apartments were not on the agenda, she also thought their owner, Mr. 
Shih, might be interested in selling those historic buildings. Both 
would be good "Tax Act" projects. 

1.3. Sears Building - The report of the construction consultant 
is due Friday, September 13. Representatives of the Performing Arts 
Center Trust, DHT, MDPL and AIA will be present for the presentation 
of the report to the Dade County Cultural and Recreation Committee, 
Chaired by County Commissioner, Mary Collins. B. Zyscovich mentioned 
his problem of "wearing 3 hats" - AIA, Performing Arts Center Trust 
and MDPL. 

Now that the Sears property has been offered to the County, Knight- 
Ridder may offer property directly on Biscayne Boulevard for the 
Performing Arts Center. Seth Gordon, Performing Arts Center Trust 
member, has pointed out the suitability of a restored Sears building 
for smaller performing arts groups. A restored Sears building would 
also add to the vitality of the Omni area as well as preserving a 
unique building. 

The options being presented at the meeting will be affected by the 
preliminary feasibility report from Post, Buckley, etc. Architect 
Thorn Grafton (MDPL) has prepared a preservation report on the 
building estimating a $13 million cost for restoration. 

A motion was made by Mattie Bower (MDPL), seconded by Betty Gutierrez 
(MDPL), to issue a joint resolution from MDPL and DHT that the County 
be urged to (1) accept the gift of the Sears Tower and property 
providing for the assurance that historic preservation and adaptive 
reuse plans be developed, (2) initiate action for immediate protection 
and stabilization of the building, (3) adopt "Option 2" as represented 
in the County Manager's memo, "Summary of Alternatives". Motion 
passed. 


1.4. Boulevard Shops - DHT Executive Director Louise Yarbrough 
reported Arva Parks' conversation with Jim Batten of Knight-Ridder. 
He stated that che shops had been newly leased and that he preferred 
there be no designation at the present time. 

M. Ammidown stated that the City of Miami preservation Board has 
recommended historic designation for the buildings. The City 
Commission has moved against designation. She mentioned that the 
County could reactivate their suit against the city for lack of 
enforcement of preservation ordinance. 
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1.5. Historic Schools. Three schools; Santa Clara Elementary, 
Buena Vista Elementary and Edison Middle Schools are being considered 
for demolition by Dade County Schools. L. Yarbrough has written a 
letter to superintendent Octavio Visiedo reminding him of the 1989 
joint (DHT/DCPS) effort, "Guideline for Capital Improvements at 
Historically Significant Schools" listing historically significant 
schools and urging him to support retaining and maintaining historic 
schools. She also sent a request to School Board Chairman William 
Turner to additionally seek designation for Mays Middle School as 
Historic. A reply from Virginia Rosen, DCPS Planning Department, 
stated that DCPS made their own decisions about school owned 
properties. M. Ammidown reported there are other school properties 
than those in the Guidelines that have historic significance. 

A motion was made by S. Jude (DHT), seconded by M. Bower (MDPL), that 
plans be made for meetings with several School Board members and AIA 
representatives as well as MDPL and DHT to discuss importance of their 
role in historic preservation. Motion passed. 

1.6. Solymar. There is an effort by the owner/developer of 
property on the ocean on Miami Beach to "grandfather" present pilings 
(which are beyond building line on the beach) into new proposed 
construction. MDPL is seeking a compromise in height of building and 
appropriate design sympathetic to historic district. The site was 
left out of the "Historic District" designation. 

2.0. National Trust Conference in San Francisco, October 16-20, 1991. 
It was noted that six of those present plan to attend the Conference. 
The 1992 Conference will be held in Miami and the MDPL Executive 
Director, Nancy Liebman stressed the need for a strong presentation. 
National Trust Regional Representative, Arva Parks is working with a 
local video producer on a video about Miami which would be a useful 
tool for the Convention Bureau. A $1,000 grant is being sought from 
the GMV&CB for production. The San Francisco presentation is being 
organized by A. Parks and a National Trust Committee. Financial 
support from local municipalities is being sought. The Florida Trust 
will have its traditional reception at the San Francisco Conference. 

3.0. Plans for 1992 National Trust Conference in Miami - Kathy Cox, 
National Trust Conference Planner, will hold the next planning meeting 
on November 20, 1991. There are 4 established working committees. 
Committees meet at 5:00 and 6:007 the entire group at 7:00 p.m. 

4.0. 1 Cent Sales Tax - A $1,000 per person Kick Off is planned. A 
general lack of publicity due to 1/2 cent tax for Jackson Memorial 
Hospital passage was noted. Although there is not much momentum, 
Commissioner Arthur Teele is pushing for $20 million in dedicated 
funds for transportation and preservation to be voted on in November 
1991. 
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5.0. Other Business 

5.1. A joint DHT/MDPL resolution to lobby County Commissioners 
for retention of funding support for cultural activities was passed h 
"general consensus". 

5.2. DHT's Executive Director announced an evaluation of the 
organization as a component of the National Trust sponsored Leadership 
Training Workshop held in Raleigh, NC which she and MDPL's Executive 
Director both attended. 

The joint Board meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 



